Title: Pneumococcal Vaccination for Adults
Format: Asynchronous (Canvas LMS)
Target Audience: Community Health Workers (CHWs) and related professionals
Cost: Free and open to anyone
CEUs: 2.0
Course Description
This course provides foundational knowledge on pneumococcal disease and vaccination, with a focus on adult populations. Participants will learn about disease transmission, risk factors, vaccination recommendations, and strategies to address barriers and misconceptions. The course also equips learners with communication skills to effectively engage clients and promote vaccination as part of preventive health practices.
Learning Objectives
By the end of this training, participants will be able to:
1. Understand pneumococcal disease, including causes, transmission, symptoms, and complications.
2. Identify populations at increased risk for pneumococcal disease and related health outcomes.
3. Describe pneumococcal vaccines, including types, eligibility, and recommended schedules for adults.
4. Address common barriers, myths, and misconceptions related to pneumococcal vaccination.
5. Apply effective communication strategies to engage adult clients in conversations about vaccination.
6. Support clients in accessing vaccination services, including navigating cost, coverage, and locations.
7. Demonstrate the role of a Vaccine Champion in promoting immunization and community health.

Course Outline

Module 1: Pneumococcal Disease 
· Overview of pneumococcal disease
· Signs and symptoms
· Transmission (person-to-person via respiratory secretions)
· Risk factors and vulnerable populations
· Complications (e.g., pneumonia, meningitis, bloodstream infections)
· Diagnosis and treatment
· Assessment

Module 2: Pneumococcal Vaccination 
· Overview of vaccines available in the U.S.
· Types of vaccines (PCV13, PCV15, PCV20, PPSV23)
· Eligibility and ACIP recommendations
· Vaccine schedules for adults
· Administration (who, how, and where vaccines are given)
· Costs and insurance coverage (Medicare/Medicaid)
· Client decision-making and shared decision support
· Assessment

Module 3: Addressing Barriers, Myths, and Misconceptions 
· Common misconceptions (e.g., “too healthy to need vaccine”)
· Vaccine safety and side effects
· Addressing fear and misinformation
· Healthcare access barriers
· Communication challenges (literacy, language, etc.)
· Assessment

Module 4: Engaging Adult Clients for Action 
· Effective communication strategies
· Active listening techniques
· Simplifying health information
· Conducting brief risk assessments
· Motivating behavior change
· Addressing client questions
· Assessment

Module 5: Being a Vaccine Champion 
· Definition and importance of Vaccine Champions
· Roles and responsibilities
· Promoting vaccination in communities
· Supporting informed decision-making
· Assessment

Module 6: Becoming a Resource & Toolkit Introduction
· Overview of available resources (CDC, ACIP, etc.)
· Using vaccination toolkits
· Identifying local vaccination services
· Supporting clients with navigation
Module 7: Client Scenarios
· Real-world case scenarios (e.g., cost concerns, side effects, low perceived risk)
· Application of knowledge and communication skills
· Course wrap-up and completion

Timing:
· Module 1: 20 min
· Module 2: 30 min
· Module 3: 20 min
· Module 4: 25 min
· Module 5: 10–15 min
· Module 6: 10 min
· Module 7: 5–10 min

Total instructional time does not exceed 120 minutes.

